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Mechanical Engineering Program Quick Facts  
Thank you for your recent interest in the Mechanical Engineering (ME) Graduate Program.  We invite you 
to take a close look at our Department, where you will f ind some of the top master's and doctoral students 
in the country preparing for rewarding positions in higher education and industry.  Our graduate program is 
consistently ranked in the top five in the nation.  ME is a graduate program on the move. During the past 
five years, we've added many new faculty members, nearly tripled our research funding, and strengthened 
our partnerships with government and industry. Our interdisciplinary approach to research and learning 
strikes a unique balance of challenging course work, trend-setting research, and real-life application. 
 
At ME, we're assembling some of the finest young graduate talent in the country. Each year, we admit very 
high caliber students with a strong science background. We encourage applications from students with 
diverse scientif ic backgrounds, such as other engineering disciplines, mathematics, or physics.  On average, 
students finish the masterÕs degree program in ~1-2 years, and the Ph.D. program (entering with a masterÕs 
degree) in ~3-5 years, and the Direct Ph.D. program (entering with a bachelorÕs degree) in ~4-6 years. 
 

Admission Requirements 
There are no specif ic minimums, but we are generally looking for students who are strong in at least three 
of the four areas below:  

¥ Average GPA in the 3.2-3.5 range on a scale of 4.0 
¥ GRE scores in the 80-90th percentile (The GRE is a standard requirement for all applicants) 
¥ Letters of recommendation  
¥ Statement of purpose and Personal Statement (two separate pieces) 

International students must also take the TOEFL, IELTS or the MELAB.  (Applicants who have earned a 
degree from an institution where the language of instruction is English exclusively are exempt.) 
 

Application Deadlines  
Term of Admission Deadline 
Fall Term (September) May 1 (January 5 for financial aid consideration) 
Winter Term (January) October 1 
 
Financial Assistance 

¥ Excellent financial aid options are available to graduate studentsÑ departmental fellowships, 
graduate student research assistantships (GSRA), and graduate student instructor (GSI) positions. 

¥ No additional application is required for consideration for departmental fellowships.  All 
applicants who meet the application deadline for f inancial aid will automatically be considered. 

¥ Research assistantships are available from individual faculty members from their research grants. 
You are encouraged to contact them directly about these positions. For your convenience, a 
contact list of ME faculty and their research areas can be found on our website at: 
http://me.engin.umich.edu/peopleandgroups/faculty 

¥ GSI opportunities are highly competitive and are available twice per year; applications availability 
is announced by the ASO office. 

¥ Throughout the academic year, several Rackham Graduate School and College of Engineering 
fellowships are available for the Dept. to nominate students.   

¥ For external financial aid opportunities, visit: 
http://me.engin.umich.edu/prospective/graduate/external_fellowships.shtml 

 
Areas of Research 

¥ Combustion and Heat Transfer       
¥ Design and Manufacturing      
¥ Dynamics and Vibrations      
¥ MEMS/Microelectrical Systems     

 
 
 
 

¥ Fluid Mechanics 
¥ Systems and Controls 
¥ Materials and Solid Mechanics 
¥ Bioengineering 
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How to Apply  
 
The Horace H. School of Rackham Graduate Studies at the University of Michigan regulates all graduate admissions 
processing, and your application for admission will therefore technically be made to Rackham. The ME Department 
will review your application materials, and make a recommendation for admission or denial, following which, 
Rackham will officially confirm this decision.  For detailed information on RackhamÕs minimum admissions criteria 
and application procedures, go to: http://www.rackham.umich.edu/Admis/prosp/apply.html 
 

Application Materials 
Submit Online: 

¥ Application form https://apply.embark.com/Grad/UMich/Rackham/ProgramA/ 
¥ Letters of Recommendation – a minimum of 2 for Masters; 3 for Ph.D.  
¥ Statement of Purpose (Academic) 
¥ Personal Statement 

 
Submit to Rackham (Address below): 

¥ One set of official academic transcripts (undergraduate and graduate)  
 
Submit to ME Department (Address below): 

¥ One set of official academic transcripts (undergraduate and graduate)  
 
Request Off icial Scores to be Reported by ETS to the University of M ichigan, Ann Arbor: 

¥ GRE Scores (Institution Code:  1839, Department Code:  1502) 
¥ TOEFL Scores if  applicable (Institution Code:  1839, Department Code:  68)  

 

Further Information  
 
A complete listing of our Instructional and Research faculty by area of specialization is available at: 
 http://me-web.engin.umich.edu:8282/ME/People/pubdir/currentindex 
 
A complete listing of all our labs and research centers is available at: 
http://me.engin.umich.edu/research/centersandlabs.shtml 
 
Check out our website for Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) and more information at: 
http://me.engin.umich.edu/prospective/graduate/faqs.shtml 
 
Contact Information  
 
University of Michigan     
Department of Mechanical Engineering 
Academic Services Office, 2206 GG Brown 
2350 Hayward Street 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-2125 
Tel:  734.763.4277 
Fax:  734.647.7303 
E-mail:  me.grad.application@umich.edu 
WWW:  http://me.engin.umich.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Department of Mechanical Engineering at the University of Michigan is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination and equal 
opportunity for all persons regardless of race, sex, color, religion, creed, national origin or ancestry, age, marital status, sexual 
orientation, disability, or Vietnam-era veteran status in employment, educational programs and activities, and admissions. 

Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies 
Office of Graduate Admissions 
0120 Rackham Building 
915 E. Washington St. 
Ann Arbor, Michigan  48109-1070 
Tel: 734.764.8129 
Fax: 734.647.7740 
E-mail: rackadmis@umich.edu 
WWW: http://www.rackham.umich.edu/Admis/index.html 
 


